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It is an honor to serve as Chairman of the Board to the Turlock Chamber of Commerce. Turlock is 
an inspiring community for all of its members, especially those entrepreneurs, business associates, 
and volunteers, as are the many members of the Turlock Chamber. 
 
The Chamber stands as a representative of local business and community members. It is our  
mission to promote a positive business environment in the greater Turlock area. Specifically, the 
Chamber strives to be the business advocate for its members by focusing efforts on promoting a 
positive business climate, economic development, a legislative voice, and cost effective programs 
and services. 
 
As a long term business owner in the community of Turlock, I realize the importance of a  
pro-business environment and the many opportunities such a climate may provide to businesses as 
well as community members. I also realize the significance in preserving the best interest of the 
community as well as encouraging a positive environment that may allow for businesses to  
develop and thrive as successful organizations. 
 
In preparations for the upcoming year, we are focusing on taking an active role in supporting  
pro-business advocates and other efforts in order to realize the potential of the Turlock community 
and our future in business. It is our hope that by working towards the future we will be able to 
build relationships amongst organizations and community members and actively develop the  
future of our community together.  
 
Please join with me in welcoming our members as we work together to enjoy an exciting and 
abundant future through preserving as well as enhancing those valuable attributes of the  
community of Turlock. 
 
James Brenda 
Chairman of the Board of Directors 
Turlock Chamber of Commerce 
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President/CEO message 
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The Mission of the Turlock Chamber of Commerce and the Convention and Visitors 
Bureau is to promote a positive business environment in the Greater Turlock Area. 

�(�#,������--�(�#,������-- ��
 

Sharon Silva, President & CEO 
sharonsilva@turlockchamber.com 

 

Toni Cordell, Director of Convention & Visitors Bureau 
tonicordell@visitturlock.org 

 

Desa Basulto, Director of Events & Communications 
desa@turlockchamber.com 

 

La Tricia Goncalves, Director of Membership & Outside Sales 
latricia@turlockchamber.com 

 

Sharon Berry, Administrative Assistant/Office Manager 
sharonberry@turlockchamber.com 

 

Wilma Talkington, Administrative Assistant 
Wilma@turlockchamber.com 
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The Turlock Chamber of Commerce is the business advocate for its members by  

focusing efforts in promoting a positive business environment, economic  
development, a legislative voice and cost-effective programs and services. 
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The Board of Directors is the governing body of the Turlock Chamber of Commerce and is       
empowered by the membership. Directors are selected through a voting process that begins with a 
nominating committee selecting a slate of chamber members in good standing. That slate of   
nominated members is presented to the current Board of Directors for approval. Once approved the 
membership votes on who will fill the vacant positions. 
 
Directors hold office for one, two, or three years determined at the time of their nomination. After 
a Director has served six consecutive years, they need to wait one year lapse before he or she is 
eligible for reelection to the board. Immediate past chair’s term can be extended a year. 

Dean Doerksen  
Central Ag Products 

 

Yubert Envia 
Foster Farms 

 

Julio Hallack 
Concrete Innovations by Hallack 

 

Leonard Harrington  
Turlock Dodge Chrysler Jeep 

 

Marty Jakosa  
Foster Farms 

 

John Jaureguy 
Jaureguy’s Paint & Decorating 

 

Gabriele Kinsella 
F&M Bank 

 
 
 

Lazar Piro 
Piro Trading International 

 

Susan Quigley 
County Bank 

 

Paul Porter 
Winton-Ireland, Strom & Green Insurance Agency 

 

Dr. Hamid Shirvani  
California State University, Stanislaus   

 

Larry Smith  
Smith Chevrolet Cadillac, Inc. 

 

Holly Weston  
Title Alliance 

 

Sharon Silva (President/CEO) 
Turlock Chamber 

������������ ;���� <�;���� <� ���� ��	!��	! �� ���� �!�!  	����	� 	����	� ��

Chairman, James Brenda, JKB Homes, Corp.  
Past Chair, Steve Gemperle, Gemperle Enterprises 

Treasure & Chair-Elect, Ken Whitfield, MedicAlert Foundation 
�
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The Chamber Champions program is designed only for the Turlock Chamber’s Top companies. 
The goal of the program is to assist our major supporters in their budgeting process and to  
allow, them to identify in advance, which programs meet the individual goals for sponsorship  
opportunities. In addition, the Turlock Chamber will only solicit participation one time during the 
year. 
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The Ambassadors are a prestigious and integral part of the success of the Chamber. The Mission of an Ambassador is 
to serve as the public relations arm of the Turlock Chamber of Commerce with the general membership. The  
Ambassador Committee desires growth of the Chamber membership, retention of the existing membership and 
interaction between the memberships as a whole. 
 

������������ ������!�	�������!�	� ��

Chairman, Jim Stroup, Arrival Communications  

Angi Andrews 
Paramont Homes 

 

Luisa Anzar 
Hedy Holmes Staffing 

 

Denise Arrollo 
Mocse Credit Union 

 

Connie Burch 
Citibank 

 

Norma Cederlind 
Winton-Ireland, Strom & Green Insurance 

Agency 
 

Cindy Gipp 
Capax 

 

Becky Gonsalves 
Valley First Credit Union 

 
 
 
 
 

Eric Jergenson 
Jaureguy’s Paint & Decorating 

 

Lisa Martin 
Citibank 

 

Carla O’Neal 
Alliance 

 

John Rodriguez 
Valley Values 

 

Holger Rosero 
Puroclean 

 

Curtis Souza 
Coldwell Banker Endsley & Associates 

 
 

Miranda Welsh 
Tower Health & Wellness  

���7��#,�$$�%����- ��(��A������������/ �

  Jim Stroup, Arrival Communications�������� /�������  

�



�-�� ��� �3�-�

 



 ��!�	�� ���!�	�� � ���� �	
��
�	
��
 ��
Leadership Turlock is a ten-month curriculum designed to identify, educate and motivate potential 
community leaders by developing knowledge and an understanding of the community. Each year a 
Leadership Turlock class is selected after an intensive application/interview process. Potential 
leaders from all Chamber members in good standing are welcome and encouraged to apply. 
 
 

�� To enable growth of participants in their understanding of the community through exposure 
to issues of importance they may not otherwise have the opportunity to explore. 

 

�� Exchange ideas with current experts, decision-makers and community leaders on a broad 
range of  topics. 

 

�� Enhance leadership and management skills. 
 

�� Develop a close bond of friendship and mutual concern  
           with other class members. 
 

�� The curriculum includes: 
¨ Introduction to Turlock Government and Politics 

¨ Agriculture – Industry and Business 

¨ Media in the Community 

¨ Non-Profits and Social Services 

¨ Land Use and the Environment 

¨ Elementary &  Secondary Education 

¨ Legislative Day in  

           Sacramento 

¨ Higher Education  

¨ Health Care 

¨ Law Enforcement and  

           the Courts 

¨ Three Day Retreat 
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The purpose of the Turlock Chamber of Commerce Government Relations Committee is to help 
educate the membership on issues in order to preserve and enhance good governance and foster a 
political environment which strengthens the private enterprise system. 
 

�� Advocates on a local, state and federal level on behalf of business. 
 

�� The GRC uses the legislative advocacy process to ensure the chamber’s position on  
           business legislation is clearly communicated to elected officials. 
 

�� Actively works to defeat anti-business legislation. 
 

�� Conducted a forum on Homelessness in Turlock and a Candidates Forum during the 2006  
election. 

 

�� Working on a coalition approach in working with government to foster community  

           development, workforce development, and other membership benefit programs. 
 

�� The voice on critical issues facing the business community that will create a unified and    
powerful business community. 

 

�� ����� ������ � �!�! �<�
�������<�
������ ��
The Turlock Chamber serves to promote Turlock as a competitive, high quality location for current 
and future business development. 
 

�� Demographic and economic resource for local and relocating businesses. 
 

�� Provides educational opportunities on issues impacting the cost of doing business. 
 

�� Promoting the “Try Turlock First” marketing campaign that encourages the community to 
shop locally. 

 

�� The Chamber presents an in depth view on the local, national, and global markets at the  
           Annual Economic Trends Luncheon. 
 

�� The Turlock Chamber of Commerce and the Convention and Visitors Bureau spend over 
$20,000 in supporting Community Activities. 
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The Ag Committee supports events and activities aimed at developing future agricultural leaders, 
educating the public and informing policy makers. 
 

�� Scholarships for college studies in the agricultural field. 
 

�� Support and promotion of education at the County Fair through sponsorship of the 4-H  
           Educational Exhibit. 
 

�� Over $80,000 awarded in scholarships in the last seven years. 

�� �	���	�� ���	���	�� �� ��
The Turlock Chamber is actively engaged in retention, expansion, and recruitment of business and 
partners with multiple governing bodies. 
 

�� Working with the City and the County on Safety, Transportation, Land Use, and Zoning 
            issues. 
 

�� Actively participates in all Regional Alliance meetings and events. 
 

�� Partnering with the City to develop a Junior Leadership Program. 
 

�� Representing Turlock on many regional governing bodies such as the Workforce Alliance,  
Public Policy Board, California State University, Stanislaus,  and the Turlock Community 
Theatre. 

�� !���� ��!���� �� �>���>�� �� ��	��� ��	� ��
Various seminars and training courses are held at the Turlock Chamber.  In addition, certain 
courses that are offered at the Chamber can be applied for college credits at California State  
University, Stanislaus, Merced Jr. College and UC Merced. 
 

�� Train and educate business owners, employees & other various courses available. 
 

�� Courses that will enhance business knowledge/assist in business operations. 
 

�� Curriculum:  Computer Training, Public Relation, Marketing, Leadership for college credit 
with Merced Jr. College. 

 

�� Programs developed annually to meet the needs of the different chambers in the county. 
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The Turlock Chamber has over 10 events a year and each are excellent opportunities for members 
to promote their business. Each of these events provides our members the opportunity to network 
their business and help our member’s  
businesses develop and grow. 
 

�� The Best of Turlock Annual Awards Dinner 
 

�� Ag Scholarship Luncheon 
 

�� Economic Trends Luncheon 
 

�� The Annual Golf Tournament 
 

�� State of the Chamber & Membership Luncheon 
 

�� Jazz on the Green 
 

�� Party Under the Stars 
 

�� CEO Roundtable Luncheon 
 

�� New Member Orientation 
 

�� Mixers 
 

�� Ribbon Cuttings 

�� ��
 ��� �����
 ��� ��� ��
�� Business Directory 
 

�� Industrial Directory 
 

�� Clubs & Organizations 
 

�� Website 
 

�� Turlock City Map 
 

�� Economic Profile 
 

�� Calendar of Events 
 

�� Mixer Mail 
 

�� Turlock Journal Chamber Pages 
 

�� Newsletter - Business News 
 

�� Turlock Pamphlet 
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The Chamber provides, to their members, a competitive advantage to over those who aren’t by  
offering numerous programs and services to help develop their businesses. With its membership 
base of approximately 505 members the Chamber serves a job base of over 10,176 employees. 
Membership service is the number one, top priority of the Turlock Chamber of Commerce. For 
over 58 Years the Chamber has been working with members, as an advocate, by focusing efforts 
on promoting a private business environment, economic development, providing a legislative 
voice, networking advantages and many additional services. Member promotion, involvement and 
satisfaction are the key to the success of the Turlock Chamber of Commerce. 
 

�� ����	����	 ���� �	< ����	< ��� BB��
¨ Business Referrals- Members Only  
 

¨ Mailing Labels/Membership List 
 

¨ Industrial Directory/Clubs & Organizations- Discounted Price 
 

¨ Committee and Task Force 
 

¨ Mixers 
 

¨ Membership Directory Listing 
 

¨ Web Site Business Listing 
 

¨ Economic and Demographic Information 
 

¨ Chamber “Business News” Subscription 
 

¨ Visitors Guides And Brochures 
 

¨ Mailing Labels 
 

¨ Lobby Brochure Display 
 

¨ Sponsorship Opportunities 
 

¨ Certificates of Origin 
 

¨ Notary Public 


